two previously, he had received from a fall a slight superficial cut upon the back of the head. This inconsiderable wound bled profusely for three or four days, and then began to heal. A few days before I was sent for, it had nearly healed, when, from no apparent cause, it began to bleed again. This hemorrhage continued for a day or two, when a violent epistaxis supervened* and the blood from these sources was poured forth without intermission, until the vessels seemed almost drained of their contents, and the discharged fluid was at last like water merely tinged of a scarlet hue ; the hemorrhage had just ceased when I arrived, and the little sufferer was evidently in articulo mortis.
The parents of the child related the following circumstances as connected with the peculiar symptoms of the foregoing case. None of the males in the family of the mother had, during some generations, reached to man's estate, and they had all of them been subject to profuse hemorrhages from the most trifling wounds, (her own brother had died of a hemorrhage, succeeding to the extraction of a tooth). The females, she informed me, enjoyed good health, and were entirely free from the tendency to bleed excessively from superficial wounds; but if they married, their sons inherited from them this family curse, whilst their daughters were equally free with themselves from it. The mother herself had the appearances denoting a strumous diathesis, but was otherwise healthy. She has several daughters who appear strong and healthy. Of her sons, (the one whose case I have described, and another aged twelve or thirteen), she gave me the following particularsThey had been subject to hemorrhages from slight accidents, as before stated ; but they were, moreover, subject to occasional spontaneous discharges of blood, the approaches of which were always made known by symptoms of plethora. Their countenances became round and florid; their animal spirits were unusually buoyant, and they were full of life and activity. These premonitory signs had always been followed by a profuse hemorrhage, generally from the nose, unless a trifling cut or scratch gave another outlet to the accumulated fluid, which continued to escape until the vessels were drained, and the poor sufferer was reduced to extremity. Various means had been tried to remedy this evil, until at last the parents abandoned all hope of averting the progress of the malady; and they had been accustomed for some time past to leave the case to Nature.
When the system seemed exhausted by the discharge, the hemorrhage usually ceased; and, in the course of a little time, the vital fluid was renewed, though evidently at the expense of much constitutional power.
